Appendix XX

LEVELS OF SCRUTINY

REQUIRED FOR PREREQUISITES/COREQUISITES

	Type of Corequisite/Prerequisite
	Level(s) of Scrutiny Required
	Example

	1.
Course in a sequence in a discipline
	· Content review

	English 1A as a prerequisite for English 1B

	2.
Course for vocational discipline
	· Content review

	Drafting 12 as a prerequisite for Computer Aided Drafting and Design 24

	3.
Courses in communication or computational skills outside discipline
	· Content review

· + data collection and analysis
	Math 4A as a prerequisite for Physics 2A

	4.
Courses out of discipline (not English or math skills)
	· Content review

· + equivalents at three UC/CSU campuses
	Physics 4B as a prerequisite for Engineering 6

	5.
Assessment process (for use within the same discipline sequence
	· Content review

· + assessment instrument approved by Chancellor’s Office

· + validated cut-off scores

· + multiple measures

· + disproportionate impact study
	ESL 63W as a prerequisite for ESL 64W

	6.
Program prerequisites
	· Establish for at least one required course in the program
	English 125 as a prerequisite for admission to the Dental Hygiene Program

	7.
Health and safety
	· Content review for health and safety skills

(not for “highly unlikely to succeed”)
	Verification of freedom from T.B. and proof of immunization against measles, mumps, and rubella as a prerequisite for Child Development 3

	8.
Noncourse prerequisites (GPA, recency, etc.) 
	· Content review

· + data collection and analysis
	2.50 GPA as a prerequisite to the Nursing Program

	9.
Advisories/recommended courses
	· Content review

(not for “highly unlikely to succeed”)


	English 125 and 126 or English 153 or ESL 67 and 68 for African-American Studies 1

	10.
Imposed by law or contract
	· Determined by Governing Board
	Fire Technology 261 needs Valid Emergency Medical Technician 1 certificate

	Other Limitations on Enrollment
11.
Performance courses
	· Other courses are available to meet degree/certificate requirements

· + disproportionate impact study
	Audition for Dance 22



	12.
Honors courses
	· Other sections/courses are available to meet degree/certificate requirements
	Psychology 2H (Honors) and Psychology 2

	13.
Blocks of courses or sections (establish a cohort)
	· Other sections/courses are available to meet degree/certificate requirements
	Puente, IDILE, GAIN
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SUMMARY OF LEVELS OF SCRUTINY
Levels of scrutiny describe the kinds and rigor of study that a proposed prerequisite, corequisite, or advisory must undergo before it is accepted by the departments and the Curriculum Committee.  Essentially, three levels of scrutiny are identified in the Model District Policy:  content review, equivalent prerequisites at transfer institutions, and data collection and analysis (research).

1.
Content Review (see Content Review Process)



Matching the exit skills of the previous courses with the skills and concepts needed at entry in the outcome course is sufficient to establish advisories and must be completed as a part of the process to establish requirements.  Content review is required for all prerequisites, corequisites, and advisories on recommended preparation but not for other limitations on enrollment.  Content review by itself is a sufficient review for courses in a sequence in a discipline, for vocational courses, and for health and safety.

2.
Equivalent Prerequisites at Transfer Institutions


For out-of-discipline transferable courses, an additional requirement to establish a prerequisite or corequisite is to identify an equivalent prerequisite or corequisite at three UC and/or CSU campuses.  Documentation would consist of copies of the appropriate catalog listings.  This level of scrutiny does not apply to prerequisites or corequisites in English or math.

3.
Data Collection and Analysis (Research)


Establishing communication and computation (English or math) prerequisites or corequisites for courses other than English and math courses requires both content review and data collection and analysis, using sound research practices.  



The analysis involves comparing student success with student preparation.  The criteria of success may be (1) the instructor's perception of students' readiness for the course, (2) students' perception of their readiness for the course, (3) comparison of students' performance with completion of the proposed prerequisite, and (4) comparison of students' performance in the course with their scores on validated assessment instruments.



In the simplest case, analysis consists of comparing successful predictions with unsuccessful ones in a four cell format.

                Prerequisite Analysis
	PRIVATE 

	
Students with prereq
	
Students without prereq

	
  Success
	
MAXIMIZE
	
MINIMIZE

	
  No Success
	
MINIMIZE
	
MAXIMIZE


An effective prerequisite maximizes correct predictions and minimizes incorrect ones. Particularly, the number of students who pass the class without the prerequisite should be very low.  For a more detailed discussion see Design 23 in Matriculation Evaluation:  Phase III, Local Research Options, California Community Colleges, June, 1992 Marty Dunlap, Butte College Assessment Coordinator, principal author.

