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April 10, 2018  

 

Hon. Phil Ting, Chair  

Assembly Budget Committee  

State Capitol Room 6026  

Sacramento, CA 95814  

 

Subject: Community College Budget Proposal CAFYES Expansion 

 

Dear Assemblymember Ting:  

 

The Academic Senate for the California Community Colleges wishes to express its 

support for the expansion of funding the Cooperating Agencies Foster Youth 

Educational Support Program (CAFYES).   

 

California Community Colleges Extended Opportunity Programs and Services 

Association (CCCEOPSA) is requesting $5 million in ongoing funds in the 2018-

19 budget to cover the expansion costs of the CAYFES (now called NextUp) foster 

care services envisioned by SB 12 (Beall, 2017).   The support these programs 

provide for former foster youth is critical to ensuring that young adults without a 

family safety-net are afforded the opportunity for advancement to the middle class.  

In the absence of any other support, it is incumbent upon California to provide for 

these young adults in their pursuit of higher education.   

 

As a component of Extended Opportunities Programs and Services (EOPS), the 

Cooperating Agencies Foster Youth Educational Support Program 

(CAFYES/NextUp) was authorized by SB 1023 (Liu, 2014) with $15 million 

allocated in the budget starting in 2015-16. As a result of that funding, 

CAFYES/NextUp strengthened the capacity of community college districts to 

support the higher education success, health, and well-being of some of the nearly 

13,000 current and former foster youth who are enrolled in the community 

colleges. However, much more is needed to ensure support is provided to all of 

California’s foster youth. 

 

While the passage of SB 12 (Beall, 2017) allowed for the doubling of participating 

community college districts from the original 10 to 20, additional funds were not 

allocated in the current year budget to support the expansion. EOPS professionals 

are working diligently with the California Community College Chancellor’s Office 

and others to develop a funding mechanism that allows for this expansion without 

taking funds from existing programs. Unfortunately, this has proven to be 

challenging. 

 

The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges supports the efforts of 

our EOPS colleagues and the Chancellor’s Office to serve this vulnerable 

population. Please ensure that our colleges can continue to provide all 
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Californians the opportunity to pursue and succeed in higher education by supporting this critical 

program with the additional funding necessary to expand and serve more of our foster youth. 

 

 

Respectfully,  

 

 
Julie Bruno  

President  

Academic Senate for California Community Colleges 

 

cc:  

Hon. Kevin McCarty, Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 2 Chair  

Hon. Jay Obernolte, Assembly Budget Committee Vice Chair  

Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 2 on Education Finance  

Courtney Cooper, President, Student Senate for California Community Colleges 

Fabio Gonzales, President, CCCEOPSA 

 


