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	English 251 Exit Skills
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1. Reading Skills (students read two books and several articles during E251)

	
	a.  explain and summarize guiding ideas of a text
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	b.  make inferences and articulate insights of a text
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	c.  demonstrate competent though basic understand-ing of a text that is at the lower end of “college level” reading
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2.  Critical and Analytical Writing Skills (students write papers of 3-4 pages; to include at least one analytical essay with at least two outside sources; 4000 words total)

	
	a.  develop and revise essays in a series of prewriting activities and drafts (use writing process)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	b.  develop an essay logically, presenting an argument clearly (organized and with unifying controlling idea)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	c.  demonstrate critical insight by selecting cogent and sufficient evidence to support a point (detail-rich support for thoughtful point)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3.  Control and Presentation Skills (students learn editing and proofreading techniques and begin to learn MLA formatting)

	
	a.   identify and correct common errors and sharpen language to communicate clearly (though not necessarily effectively or expertly—errors will remain), generating prose that generally conforms to standard English with minimal distractions.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	b.   use MLA formatting conventions for research incorporation  (introduction to formatting)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4.  Information Competency Skills (Introduction)

	
	a.  locate and analyze relevant material from at least two sources to incorporate in essay (first foray into this technique)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


