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September  21, 2010

Dear ASCCC Executive Committee, 

Phil Smith and I, along with eight other colleagues, are deeply concerned about the wellbeing and education of LGBT students. We know that there is compelling evidence that it is harder for these young people to achieve their academic and professional goals due to the prejudice and discrimination that they have confronted in their  K-12 education and that they continue to confront, if to a lesser extent, in higher education. We believe that forming an ASCCC Caucus dedicated to the needs of LGBT students could be very helpful to them, allowing support services to be identified and promoted, among other goals. This would in turn boost student success. As a result, we would like to request official status as an ASCCC Caucus. Below is our proposed mission statement:
The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Caucus of the Academic Senate of California Community Colleges (ASCCC) consists of community college faculty committed to improving the collegiate experience of LGBT students. The Caucus works to inform and advise the Academic Senate and other professional organizations of the unique needs and challenges faced by LGBT students and to develop resources to create welcoming environments free from discrimination for all students, including those whose sexual orientation or gender expression is in the minority, so that they can reach their academic and personal goals. Toward that end, the Caucus seeks to identify and disseminate best practices that provide support for LGBT students. Membership of the Caucus is open to all faculty, both LGBT and non-LGBT, who have a commitment to supporting LGBT students.

At present we come from two districts and from six colleges. Our membership is as follows:

David Beaulieu, Los Angeles Community College District
Phil Smith, Los Rios District

Richard Follett, Pierce College, LACCD

June Smith, LA Harbor College, LACCD

Ed Cassion, LA Mission College, LACCD

Nohelia Canales, East Los Angeles College, LACCD

Armando Rivera-Figueroa, East Los Angeles College, LACCD

George Leddy, LA Valley College, LACCD

Nancy Jennings, Grossmont College
Alex Immerblum, East Los Angeles College, LACCD 
Please let me know, if you have any questions.
Thank you for your attention.
David Beaulieu 

 
District Academic Senate President 
Los Angeles Community College District 
(213) 891-2294 
dbeaulieu@email.laccd.edu 

