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Topic: Curriculum 

Whereas, With the move of many colleges to compressed calendars and study abroad programs and due to enrollment pressures, a number of colleges are scheduling three-, four-, and even five-unit courses in shortened time frames of fewer than six weeks; and 

Whereas, There are pedagogical considerations that need to be reviewed by both the faculty within the disciplines of courses proposed under such time fames as well as the curriculum committees of colleges using such compressed calendars; 

Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges recommend that when a course of three or more semester or equivalent quarter units is to be offered in a time frame of fewer than six weeks, the local curriculum committee, as part of the curriculum approval process, engage the discipline faculty in a separate review of the course for the following: academic integrity and rigor, the method for meeting Carnegie units, the ability for students to complete and for faculty to evaluate assignments, including those done outside of class, and the appropriateness of the method of delivery, to determine whether the course should be offered in a specific shortened time frame. 

MSC Disposition: Local Senates, Curriculum Chairs, CIOs, Assigned to: Curriculum, Status: In Progress 

This should be incorporated into the revision of the COR paper; this can also be cited as a good practice when the committee addresses F04 9.04

9.10 Student Record Currency 
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Fall 2006 

Topic: Curriculum 

Whereas, The conferring of an associate’s degree and/or a certificate may occur many years after a student began his/her program of study for that degree and/or certificate; 

Whereas, The skills and knowledge required by many disciplines and programs of study can change rapidly even over a very brief time period and, thus, may call into question the value of such skills and knowledge imparted to students who have taken many years to complete a degree and/or certificate; 

Whereas, There appears to be little consensus about or understanding of the issues related to course recency with respect to students’ local coursework and their coursework from other institutions they may have attended, particularly in regards to best practices for implementing and maintaining such currency requirements; and 

Whereas, There are a number of programs where course recency is relevant and germane to the quality and rigor of the degrees conferred by California community colleges, particularly where the lack of currency could significantly impact student success upon the awarding of a degree and/or certificate; 

Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges investigate the issue of coursework recency as it pertains to both the granting of a degree and/or certificate and to the application of any prerequisites needed to enter required courses for a degree and/or certificate; and 

Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges provide best practices information to local senates and curriculum committees that would enable them to develop mechanisms to ensure the current value of the degrees and/or certificates they award regardless of how long a student has taken to earn the degree and/or certificate. 

MSC Disposition: Local Senates, Assigned to: Curriculum, Status: Ongoing 

The Committee will continue this investigation based upon the 06/07 Committee’s discussions.

