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CSU Area F Ethnic Studies Requirements Rubric 
 
This rubric is designed for system-level evaluation of California Community College (CCC) course proposals seeking approval as a CSU Ethnic 
Studies Requirement. It is used to offer guidelines for approval, highlight missing content that contributes to the need for revision or denial, and 
enable compliance with the Ethnic Studies Core Competencies approved by the CSU Academic Senate, CSU Council on Ethnic Studies, and the 
CSU Office of the Chancellor. Ethnic Studies are an interdisciplinary and comparative study of race and ethnicity with special focus on four 
historically defined racialized core groups: Native Americans, African Americans, Asian Americans, and Latina and Latino Americans (California 
Education Code 89032).  
 
Ethnic Studies Area F Requirements Checklist  
 

 Course has an Ethnic Studies prefix (Note: Course may meet this requirement if cross-listed with a course with an Ethnic Studies prefix. 
 

 Course shall meet and list at least 3 of the following five Ethnic Studies Core Competencies (CSU GE Breadth Requirements and 
https://www.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/diversity/advancement-of-ethnic-studies/Documents/final-csuces-core-competencies-
oct_8_2020.pdf ): 
 
1: Analyze and articulate concepts such as race and racism, racialization, ethnicity, equity, ethno-centrism, eurocentrism, white supremacy, self- 
determination, liberation, decolonization, sovereignty, imperialism, settler colonialism, and anti-racism as analyzed in any one or more of the following: 
Native American Studies, African American Studies, Asian American Studies, 
and Latina and Latino American Studies. 
 
2: Apply theory and knowledge produced by Native American, African American, Asian American, and/or Latina and Latino American communities to 
describe the critical events, histories, cultures, intellectual traditions, contributions, lived-experiences and social struggles of those groups with a particular 
emphasis on agency and group-affirmation. 
 
3: Critically analyze the intersection of race and racism as they relate to class, gender, sexuality, religion, spirituality, national origin, immigration status, 
ability, tribal citizenship, sovereignty, language, and/or age in Native American, African American, Asian American, and/or Latina and Latino American 
communities. 
 
4: Critically review how struggle, resistance, racial and social justice, solidarity, and liberation, as experienced and enacted by Native Americans, African 
Americans, Asian Americans and/or Latina and Latino Americans are relevant to current and structural issues such as communal, national, international, 
and transnational politics as, for example, in immigration, reparations, settler-colonialism, multiculturalism, language policies. 
 
5: Describe and actively engage with anti-racist and anti-colonial issues and the practices and movements in Native American, African American, Asian 
American and/or Latina and Latino communities to build a just and equitable society. 

 
 Course has a special focus on one or more of the four historically defined racialized core groups: Native American, African American, 

Asian American, and Latina and Latino Americans (Includes Chicano/a).  
 

 Course has a clear focus on college level concepts, foundations, and theories within the Ethnic Studies disciplines and/or fields (e.g., 
assignments, course content, course description, objectives/SLOs, and readings (e.g., current textbooks, journal articles, etc. see 
Appendix A). 

 

Component   Approved Recommend Revision Recommend Significant Revision  

https://calstate.policystat.com/policy/8919100/latest
https://www.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/diversity/advancement-of-ethnic-studies/Documents/final-csuces-core-competencies-oct_8_2020.pdf
https://www.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/diversity/advancement-of-ethnic-studies/Documents/final-csuces-core-competencies-oct_8_2020.pdf


 

 2 

Component   Approved Recommend Revision Recommend Significant Revision  

Proposed 
Course 
Description   

Proposed course description presents clear 
and substantial overview related to the 
interdisciplinary and comparative study of 
race and ethnicity with special focus on four 
historically defined racialized core groups 
(i.e., Native Americans, African Americans, 
Asian Americans, and Latina and Latino 
Americans) and student learning in 3 or 
more of the 5 Core Competencies:  

 Analyze and articulate concepts such as 
race and racism, racialization, ethnicity, 
equity, ethno-centrism, eurocentrism, white 
supremacy, self- determination, liberation, 
decolonization, sovereignty, imperialism, 
settler colonialism, and anti-racism. 

 Apply theory and knowledge produced by 
Native American, African American, Asian 
American, and/or Latina and Latino 
American communities to describe the 
critical events, histories, cultures, intellectual 
traditions, contributions, lived-experiences 
and social struggles of those groups with a 
particular emphasis on agency and group-
affirmation. 

 Critically analyze the intersection of race and 
racism as they relate to class, gender, 
sexuality, religion, spirituality, national origin, 
immigration status, ability, tribal citizenship, 
sovereignty, language, and/or age within 
communities. 

 Critically review how struggle, resistance, 
racial and social justice, solidarity, and 
liberation, as experienced and enacted by 
Native Americans, African Americans, Asian 
Americans and/or Latina and Latino 
Americans are relevant to current and 
structural issues such as communal, 
national, international, and transnational 
politics as, for example, in immigration, 
reparations, settler-colonialism, 
multiculturalism, language policies. 

 Describe and actively engage with anti-racist 
and anti-colonial issues and the practices 
and movements in Native American, African 
American, Asian American and/or Latina and 
Latino communities to build a just and 
equitable society. 

Proposed course description presents 
developing and inconsistent overview 
related to the interdisciplinary and 
comparative study of race and ethnicity with 
special focus on four historically defined 
racialized core groups (i.e., Native Americans, 
African Americans, Asian Americans, and 
Latina and Latino Americans) and student 
learning in at least 3 of the following 5 Core 
Competencies:  

 Analyze and articulate concepts such as race 
and racism, racialization, ethnicity, equity, 
ethno-centrism, eurocentrism, white 
supremacy, self- determination, liberation, 
decolonization, sovereignty, imperialism, settler 
colonialism, and anti-racism. 

 Apply theory and knowledge produced by 
Native American, African American, Asian 
American, and/or Latina and Latino American 
communities to describe the critical events, 
histories, cultures, intellectual traditions, 
contributions, lived-experiences and social 
struggles of those groups with a particular 
emphasis on agency and group-affirmation. 

 Critically analyze the intersection of race and 
racism as they relate to class, gender, 
sexuality, religion, spirituality, national origin, 
immigration status, ability, tribal citizenship, 
sovereignty, language, and/or age within 
communities. 

 Critically review how struggle, resistance, racial 
and social justice, solidarity, and liberation, as 
experienced and enacted by Native Americans, 
African Americans, Asian Americans and/or 
Latina and Latino Americans are relevant to 
current and structural issues such as 
communal, national, international, and 
transnational politics as, for example, in 
immigration, reparations, settler-colonialism, 
multiculturalism, language policies. 

 Describe and actively engage with anti-racist 
and anti-colonial issues and the practices and 
movements in Native American, African 
American, Asian American and/or Latina and 
Latino communities to build a just and equitable 
society. 

Proposed course description presents unclear 
and vague overview related to the 
interdisciplinary and comparative study of race 
and ethnicity with special focus on four 
historically defined racialized core groups (i.e., 
Native Americans, African Americans, Asian 
Americans, and Latina and Latino Americans) 
and student learning in less than 3 of the 
following 5 Core Competencies:  

 Analyze and articulate concepts such as race and 
racism, racialization, ethnicity, equity, ethno-
centrism, eurocentrism, white supremacy, self- 
determination, liberation, decolonization, 
sovereignty, imperialism, settler colonialism, and 
anti-racism. 

 Apply theory and knowledge produced by Native 
American, African American, Asian American, 
and/or Latina and Latino American communities 
to describe the critical events, histories, cultures, 
intellectual traditions, contributions, lived-
experiences and social struggles of those groups 
with a particular emphasis on agency and group-
affirmation. 

 Critically analyze the intersection of race and 
racism as they relate to class, gender, sexuality, 
religion, spirituality, national origin, immigration 
status, ability, tribal citizenship, sovereignty, 
language, and/or age within communities. 

 Critically review how struggle, resistance, racial 
and social justice, solidarity, and liberation, as 
experienced and enacted by by Native 
Americans, African Americans, Asian Americans 
and/or Latina and Latino Americans are relevant 
to current and structural issues such as 
communal, national, international, and 
transnational politics as, for example, in 
immigration, reparations, settler-colonialism, 
multiculturalism, language policies. 

 Describe and actively engage with anti-racist and 
anti-colonial issues and the practices and 
movements in Native American, African 
American, Asian American and/or Latina and 
Latino communities to build a just and equitable 
society. 
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Component   Approved Recommend Revision Recommend Significant Revision  

Proposed 
Course 
Objectives  

Proposed Course Objectives present clear 
and substantial discussion of Ethnic 
Studies frameworks, key concepts, and 
theories related to student learning in 3 or 
more of the 5 Core Competencies:  

 

 Analyze and articulate concepts such as 
race and racism, racialization, ethnicity, 
equity, ethno-centrism, eurocentrism, white 
supremacy, self- determination, liberation, 
decolonization, sovereignty, imperialism, 
settler colonialism, and anti-racism. 

 Apply theory and knowledge produced by 
Native American, African American, Asian 
American, and/or Latina and Latino 
American communities to describe the 
critical events, histories, cultures, intellectual 
traditions, contributions, lived-experiences 
and social struggles of those groups with a 
particular emphasis on agency and group-
affirmation. 

 Critically analyze the intersection of race and 
racism as they relate to class, gender, 
sexuality, religion, spirituality, national origin, 
immigration status, ability, tribal citizenship, 
sovereignty, language, and/or age within 
communities. 

 Critically review how struggle, resistance, 
racial and social justice, solidarity, and 
liberation, as experienced and enacted by 
Native Americans, African Americans, Asian 
Americans and/or Latina and Latino 
Americans are relevant to current and 
structural issues such as communal, 
national, international, and transnational 
politics as, for example, in immigration, 
reparations, settler-colonialism, 
multiculturalism, language policies. 

 Describe and actively engage with anti-racist 
and anti-colonial issues and the practices 
and movements in Native American, African 
American, Asian American and/or Latina and 
Latino communities to build a just and 
equitable society. 

 

Proposed Course Objectives present 
developing and inconsistent discussion of 
Ethnic Studies frameworks, key concepts, and 
theories related to student learning in at least 
3 of the 5 Core Competencies:  

 

 Analyze and articulate concepts such as race 
and racism, racialization, ethnicity, equity, 
ethno-centrism, eurocentrism, white 
supremacy, self- determination, liberation, 
decolonization, sovereignty, imperialism, settler 
colonialism, and anti-racism. 

 Apply theory and knowledge produced by 
Native American, African American, Asian 
American, and/or Latina and Latino American 
communities to describe the critical events, 
histories, cultures, intellectual traditions, 
contributions, lived-experiences and social 
struggles of those groups with a particular 
emphasis on agency and group-affirmation. 

 Critically analyze the intersection of race and 
racism as they relate to class, gender, 
sexuality, religion, spirituality, national origin, 
immigration status, ability, tribal citizenship, 
sovereignty, language, and/or age within 
communities. 

 Critically review how struggle, resistance, racial 
and social justice, solidarity, and liberation, as 
experienced and enacted by Native Americans, 
African Americans, Asian Americans and/or 
Latina and Latino Americans are relevant to 
current and structural issues such as 
communal, national, international, and 
transnational politics as, for example, in 
immigration, reparations, settler-colonialism, 
multiculturalism, language policies. 

 Describe and actively engage with anti-racist 
and anti-colonial issues and the practices and 
movements in Native American, African 
American, Asian American and/or Latina and 
Latino communities to build a just and equitable 
society. 

 

Proposed Course Objectives present unclear 
and vague discussion of frameworks, key 
concepts, and theories in Ethnic Studies related 
to student learning in less than 3 of the 5 Core 
Competencies:  

 

 Analyze and articulate concepts such as race and 
racism, racialization, ethnicity, equity, ethno-
centrism, eurocentrism, white supremacy, self- 
determination, liberation, decolonization, 
sovereignty, imperialism, settler colonialism, and 
anti-racism. 

 Apply theory and knowledge produced by Native 
American, African American, Asian American, 
and/or Latina and Latino American communities 
to describe the critical events, histories, cultures, 
intellectual traditions, contributions, lived-
experiences and social struggles of those groups 
with a particular emphasis on agency and group-
affirmation. 

 Critically analyze the intersection of race and 
racism as they relate to class, gender, sexuality, 
religion, spirituality, national origin, immigration 
status, ability, tribal citizenship, sovereignty, 
language, and/or age within communities. 

 Critically review how struggle, resistance, racial 
and social justice, solidarity, and liberation, as 
experienced and enacted by Native Americans, 
African Americans, Asian Americans and/or 
Latina and Latino Americans are relevant to 
current and structural issues such as communal, 
national, international, and transnational politics 
as, for example, in immigration, reparations, 
settler-colonialism, multiculturalism, language 
policies. 

 Describe and actively engage with anti-racist and 
anti-colonial issues and the practices and 
movements in Native American, African 
American, Asian American and/or Latina and 
Latino communities to build a just and equitable 
society. 
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Component   Approved Recommend Revision Recommend Significant Revision  

Proposed 
Course 
Content  

Proposed course outline and content 
include clear and substantial support the 
Core Competencies. Course will expose 
students to a breadth of classical and/or 
seminal Ethnic Studies literature and topics 
by disciplinary scholars from one or more of 
the four historically defined racialized core 
groups and the relevance of the Core 
Competencies to the Student Learning 
Goals/Objectives was evident.  

 

 

Proposed course outline and content include 
developing and inconsistent support of the 
Core Competencies. Course will expose 
students to a limited breadth of classical 
and/or seminal Ethnic Studies literature and 
topics by disciplinary scholars from one or 
more of the four historically defined racialized 
core groups and the relevance of the Core 
Competencies to the Student Learning 
Goals/Objectives was evident.  

 

Proposed course outline and content include 
unclear and vague support of the Core 
Competencies. Course will not expose students 
to a breadth of classical and/or seminal Ethnic 
Studies literature and topics by disciplinary 
scholars from one or more of the four historically 
defined racialized core groups and the 
relevance of the Core Competencies to the 
Student Learning Goals/Objectives was evident.  

 

Proposed 
Texts 

Proposed texts include clear and 
substantial support the Core 
Competencies. Texts will expose students 
to a breadth of classical and/or seminal 
Ethnic Studies literature and topics by 
disciplinary scholars from one or more of 
the four historically defined racialized core 
groups. 

 

Proposed texts present developing and 
inconsistent support of the Core 
Competencies. Texts will expose students to 
a limited breadth of classical and/or seminal 
Ethnic Studies literature and topics by 
disciplinary scholars from one or more of the 
four historically defined racialized core 
groups. 

 

Proposed texts present unclear and vague 
support of the Core Competencies. Texts do not 
seem to expose students to a breadth of 
classical and/or seminal Ethnic Studies 
literature and topics by disciplinary scholars 
from one or more of the four historically defined 
racialized core groups. 

 

Proposed 
Assignments   

Proposed college-level assignments clearly 
and substantially enhance student 
engagement of anti-racist and anti-colonial, 
movements and practices, and knowledge 
of the interdisciplinary and comparative 
study of race and ethnicity with special 
focus on four historically defined racialized 
core groups (i.e., Native Americans, African 
Americans, Asian Americans, and Latina 
and Latino Americans).  

 

 

Proposed college-level assignments present 
developing and inconsistent enhancement 
of student engagement of anti-racist and anti-
colonial, movements and practices, and 
knowledge of the interdisciplinary and 
comparative study of race and ethnicity with 
special focus on four historically defined 
racialized core groups (i.e., Native Americans, 
African Americans, Asian Americans, and 
Latina and Latino Americans).  

 

Proposed college-level assignments present 
unclear and vaguely enhanced student 
engagement of anti-racist and anti-colonial, 
movements and practices, and knowledge of 
the interdisciplinary and comparative study of 
race and ethnicity with special focus on four 
historically defined racialized core groups (i.e., 
Native Americans, African Americans, Asian 
Americans, and Latina and Latino Americans).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix A:  
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CSU Ethnic Studies Requirement Bibliography 
 

(Working draft 10/3/22) 

 
Field of Ethnic Studies   
  
Fanon, Frantz. Black Skin, White Masks. London: Pluto, 1986.  
  
Fong, Timothy P. Ethnic Studies Research: Approaches and Perspectives. Lanham, MD: Alta Mira Press, 2008.  
  
Omi, Michael, and Howard Winant. Racial Formation in the United States. Third edition. New York: Routledge/Taylor & Francis 
Group, 2015.  
  
Sandoval, Denise M. “White” Washing American Education: The New Culture Wars in Ethnic Studies. Edited by Denise M. 
Sandoval. Santa Barbara, California: Praeger, an imprint of ABC-CLIO, LLC, 2016.  
  
Takaki, Ronald T. Why Multiculturalism Matters. Ellensburg, WA: Central Washington University Academic Computing/[ECTV], 
2002.  
 
 
Field of American Indian Studies   
  
Barker, Joanne. Native Acts: Law, Recognition, and Cultural Authenticity. Durham: Duke University Press, 2011.  
  
Barker, Joanne. Sovereignty Matters: Locations of Contestation and Possibility in Indigenous Struggles for Self-Determination. 
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2005.  
  
Calloway, Colin G. First Peoples: A Documentary Survey of American Indian History. 3. edition. Boston [u.a.]: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 
2008.  
  
Cook-Lynn, Elizabeth. In Defense of Loose Translations: An Indian Life in a Mainstream Academic World. Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press, 2018.  
  
Dunbar-Ortiz, Roxanne. An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States. Boston: Beacon Press, 2014.  
  
Goeman, Mishuana. Mark My Words : Native Women Mapping Our Nations. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2013. 
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Hoxie, Frederick E. The Oxford Handbook of American Indian History. Edited by Frederick E. Hoxie. First edition. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2016.  
 
LaDuke, Winona. All Our Relations : Native Struggles for Land and Life. Chicago, Illinois: Haymarket Books, 2015. 
 
Lobo, Susan., and Steve. Talbot. Native American Voices : a Reader. 2nd ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J: Prentice Hall, 2001. 
 
Nichols, Roger L. American Indians in U.S. History. Second edition. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2014.  
   
Perea, John-Carlos. Intertribal Native American Music in the United States: Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2014.  
  
Risling Baldy, Cutcha. We Are Dancing for You: Native Feminisms and the Revitalization of Women’s Coming-of-Age Ceremonies. 
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2018.  
  
Robert Warrior. The World of Indigenous North America. Taylor and Francis, 2014.  
  
Thornton, Russell. Studying Native America: Problems and Prospects. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1998.  
  
Trafzer, Clifford E., and Joel R. Hyer. Exterminate Them: Written Accounts of the Murder, Rape, and Slavery of Native Americans 
During the California Gold Rush, 1848-1868. East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 1999.  
 
 
Field of Africana/Black Studies   
  
Asante, Molefi Kete, and Molefi Kete Asante. Afrocentricity. New rev. ed. Trenton, N.J: Africa World Press, 1988.   
  
Asante, Molefi Kete, and Clyde Ledbetter. Contemporary Critical Thought in Africology and Africana Studies. Edited by Molefi Kete 
Asante and Clyde Ledbetter. Lanham, Maryland: Lexington Books, 2016.  
  
Asante, Molefi Kete. Maulana Karenga: an Intellectual Portrait. Cambridge: Polity, 2009.  
  
Conyers, James L. Qualitative Methods in Africana Studies: an Interdisciplinary Approach to Examining Africana Phenomena. Edited 
by James L. Conyers. Lanham, [Maryland: University Press of America, 2016.  
  
McDougal, Serie. Research Methods in Africana Studies. New York: Peter Lang, 2014.  
  
Nobles, Wade W. Africanity and the Black Family: The Development of a Theoretical Model. Oakland, Calif: Institute for the 
Advanced Study of Black Family Life and Culture, 1985.  
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Woodson, Carter Godwin. The Miseducation of the Negro. 1st ed. Hampton, VA: U.B. & U.S. Communication Systems, 1992.  
  
 
Field of Asian American Studies  
 
At 40: Asian American Studies @ San Francisco State: Self-Determination, Community, Student Service. San Francisco, CA: Asian 
American Studies Dept., San Francisco State University, 2009.  
 
Camacho, Keith L. Reppin: Pacific Islander Youth and Native Justice. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2021. (Note: This 
author is a bridge between Asian American Studies and Pacific Islander Studies)  
 
Camacho, Keith L. Sacred Men: Law, Torture, and Retribution in Guam. Durham: Duke University Press, 2019. (Note: This author is 
a bridge between Asian American Studies and Pacific Islander Studies)   
 
Chiang, Mark. The Cultural Capital of Asian American Studies Autonomy and Representation in the University. New York ;: New 
York University Press, 2009.  
 
Choy, Catherine Ceniza. Asian American Histories of the United States. New York: Beacon Press, 2022.  
 
Danico, Mary Yu., and Franklin Ng. Asian American Issues. Westport, Conn: Greenwood Press, 2004. 
 
Ono, Kent A. Asian American Studies after Critical Mass. Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub., 2005.  
 
Wu, Jean Yu-wen Shen, Thomas C. Chen, Robert G. Lee, Gary Y. Okihiro, Helen. Zia, David L. Eng, Shinhee Han, et al. Asian 
American Studies Now : a Critical Reader. New Brunswick, N.J: Rutgers University Press, 2010.  
 
 
 
 
Field of Latino/a Studies (Including Chicano/a and Raza Studies)  
  
Acuña, Rodolfo. The Making of Chicana/o Studies: in the Trenches of Academe. New Brunswick, N.J: Rutgers University Press, 
2011.  
  
Acuña, Rodolfo. U.S. Latino Issues. Second edition. Santa Barbara, California: Greenwood, an imprint of ABC-CLIO, LLC, 2017.  
  
Amaro-Aguilar, Arturo. Introduction to Mexican American Studies: Story of Aztlán and La Raza. 3rd ed. Dubuque, IA: Kendall Hunt, 
2016.  
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Cammarota, Julio, and Augustine Romero. Raza Studies: the Public Option for Educational Revolution. Edited by Julio Cammarota 
and Augustine Romero. Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 2014.  

  
Darder, Antonia., and Rodolfo D. Torres. The Latino Studies Reader: Culture, Economy, and Society. Malden, Mass: Blackwell 
Publishers, 1998.  

  
Delgado, Richard., and Jean. Stefancic. The Latino/a Condition: a Critical Reader. 2nd ed. New York: New York University Press, 
2011.  

  
Flores, Juan. From Bomba to Hip-Hop: Puerto Rican Culture and Latino Identity. New York: Columbia University Press, 2000.  

  
González, Juan. Harvest of Empire: a History of Latinos in America. Second revised and updated edition. New York: Penguin Books, 
2022.  

  
Gutiérrez, Ramón A., and Tomás Almaguer. The New Latino Studies Reader: a Twenty-First-Century Perspective. Edited by Ramón 
A. Gutiérrez and Tomás Almaguer. Oakland, California: University of California Press, 2016.  

 
Noriega, Chon A. The Chicano Studies Reader: An Anthology of Aztlán, 1970-2019. Fourth edition. Vol. 2. Los Angeles, California: 
UCLA Chicano Studies Research Center Press, 2020. 

 
Poblete, Juan. “Critical Latin American and Latino Studies”. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2003.  
  
Scott, Amy, Luis Garza, and Colin Gunckel. La Raza. Edited by Colin Gunckel. Los Angeles: Autry Museum of the American West, 
2020.  
  
Stavans, Ilan. The Oxford Handbook of Latino Studies. Edited by Ilan Stavans. New York: Oxford University Press, 2020.  
  
Vargas, Deborah R., Nancy Raquel Mirabal, and Lawrence M. La Fountain-Stokes. Keywords for Latina/o Studies. Edited by Deborah 
R. Vargas, Nancy Raquel Mirabal, and Lawrence M. (Lawrence Martin) La Fountain-Stokes. New York: New York University Press, 
2017.  
  
Zavala, Miguel. Raza Struggle and the Movement for Ethnic Studies: Decolonial Pedagogies, Literacies, and Methodologies. Vol. 17. 
New York: Peter Lang Publishing, Incorporated, 2018.  
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